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NOTICE OF
NOMINATIONS

Please take notice that
under the Bylaws of the
SouthEastern Michigan
Computer Organization, Inc.,
nominations for officers
will be taken at the general
meeting to be held
Sunday, December 12, 2010
at 1:30 p.m., with the election
of officers to be held at the
January general meeting.
The following offices
will be open for nominations:
1) President
2) Vice President
3) Secretary
4) Treasurer
5) Two Members-at-Large
of the Board of Directors
DEALS COLUMN
from the DealsGuy
Greater Orlando Computer UG
by Bob “The Cheapskate” Click

USB Feedback from Last Month’s
Column
I received some feedback from last
month’s comments about my flash drive
experience. Paul Witheridge from the
Sarnia, Ontario user group continued
my comments about the accidental drive
letter assignment being a coincidence
because of the one-time use to retrieve a
file: he says “…except when you need to
boot from that USB drive. In that case,
your hard drive will be either disabled
(dead or disconnected) or reordered



in boot sequence on purpose. This is
so the desired boot drive (USB in this
case) can take the necessary C: letter
assignment.”
I responded that I wondered why
a person would need to boot from a
USB flash drive, proposing that “unless
you were traveling and using a strange
computer, or if you B & E’d a house
to borrow the use of their computer
temporarily,” to which he responded;
“Those are two scenarios, of course.
Also, a dying hard drive, a severely
virus infected hard drive, and running
an alternative operating system are a
few more.”
I “think” I’m smarter now, but Paul
is very knowledgeable so I hope you get
something out of his comments.
More On My Ricoh Printer
In the past, I have mentioned how
satisfied I was with my Ricoh color
laser printer and their tech support. I was
brought into a world of reality recently
when the store I bought it from, located
not very far from me, was closed due to
the loss of their lease. They have other
stores, but they are all much further
away from me. Since I needed some
toner cartridges, I went to Office Depot
to get them, but they don’t carry them
for Ricoh. Neither does OfficeMax or
Staples. None of the three were not
interested in trying to order them for me
and were unable to find them on their
Web site. Their final response to me was
“sorry, thank you, goodbye.”
I called Ricoh and I can order them
from “Ricoh Direct,” but they are
priced slightly higher than where I was
buying them and the product would be
shipped from out of town. There’d be a
shipping charge unless I was a volume
customer. No user group discount
though, which our user group receives

from “Smart Guys Computers” from
whom I originally bought it, <http://
www.smartguyscomputers.com>. Not
only that, when inquiring about getting
cartridges, I also found out that my free
tech support had run out. However, the
guy told me that if I had a somewhat
simple question, they would answer it
for me anyway; otherwise, there would
be a charge. The good part is they speak
English, answer quickly, and they know
their stuff.
Actually, there is another store
operated by Smart Guys Computers
that I do get close to occasionally and
I’ll try to stock up so I won’t run out
of cartridges. That way I’ll still get an
extra discount. I don’t go that direction
very much so stocking up should solve
the problem, but I was surprised to learn
that cartridges for Ricoh printers were
hard to find, considering that Ricoh has
been around for years, and are widely
used in commercial installations.
One thing I might mention is that
I have not been overly impressed with
the quality of the colored pages in
newsletters that I’ve printed. There are
a few tiny lines vertically through the
picture and I don’t know if other brands
might have that flaw too.
Unusual Vending Machines
I read an article in Travel And Leisure
magazine about vending machines.
It’s a short article with a brief history
and shows a few unusual ones. Here is
the URL, you may find it interesting,
<http://www.travelandleisure.com/
articles/worlds-strangest-vendingmachines/1>.
Need Some Training?
I was able to make a connection
with Robert Hodges of KeyStone
Learning Systems, and he has arranged
a temporary discount for my readers on



their learning courses. These learning
courses have a great reputation in the
industry. I don’t have room for listings
and descriptions in the column since
many different courses are available.
Their Web site will give you information
on the courses available, and the
prices. Other user groups have featured
discounts on this company’s courses
in recent years and speak well of the
company’s reputation. The following
are Robert’s comments about KeyStone
Learning systems.
“KeyStone Learning Systems
<www.keystonelearning.com> provides
a library of video-based, Instructor-led
courses, including self-paced IT Training
for Microsoft Office 2007 and 2010,
Windows 7, Word, Excel, PowerPoint,
Access, Outlook, SharePoint, Project,
OneNote, Acrobat, Crystal Reports,
Visio, and many other titles. For a full
list of our available courses, go here
<http://www.keystonelearning.com/
courses>.
“Training is available either on
interactive DVD, or via Online access
24x7, anywhere you have Internet, and
includes beginner through advanced
training, built in exercises, quizzes, and
complete KeyNotes. You can choose to
take a complete course, or jump straight
to specific topics of interest with full
course navigation, and go back as often
as you like to refresh yourself on what
you’ve learned.
“While our experience in videobased, instructor-led learning has
given us a wealth of knowledge in
the training arena, we also have 20
years of experience supporting our
enterprise services, including custom
design, knowledgebase and learning
management, security compliance, and
sales/marketing support.”

Robert Hodges has set up a 20%
discount for my readers, and that’s off
ANY single user course until 12/31/10.
When purchasing, use the coupon code
“DealsGuy” when placing your order.
You are also welcome to use your credit
card.
What Is Starting When Your
Computer Boots?
CodeStuff Starter helps you view
whatever is starting while your computer
is booting. CodeStuff Starter shows
you what files are being run and what
registry lines are initiating them, so you
can disable them from starting.
When you disable them, it should
only be temporary until you see what
happens. It also tells you exactly what
that program does. Of course, you
need to read up on this to see if it’s
right for you. Bob Balogh likes this
one and wrote about it several months
ago in his monthly Windows Pains
column, which appears in several
newsletters. He is a member of Boca
Raton Computer Society <http://www.
brcs.org>. CodeStuff Starter can be
downloaded at <http://www.snapfiles.
com/get/starter.html>. The program
is called Starter and the publisher is
CodeStuff.
A free backup utility
I read about this one some time ago
in Bits of Bytes, a most interesting
newsletter of Pikes Peak Computer
Application Society <http://ppcompas.
apcug.org>. It was in the “Around The
Room” comments. This is a free backup
that works similar to Acronis True
Image, but the person who suggested
it feels it is more user-friendly. That
remains to be seen because when
you buy an Acronis product, you get
personal help from Gene Barlow if
you bought it from him. Anyway, this

free backup is ToDoBackup and can be
acquired at <http://www.todo-backup.
com>. When the product is free, it is
understandable that there is no tech
support. It looks like the software is free
for home use, but they also offer online
backup for a fee.
A Great Christmas Gift
I don’t usually publish an item that isn’t
discounted or free, but I’m making an
exception this time in the interest of
making you aware of a neat Christmas
gift idea. I tried to contact this company
asking if they would consider giving
my readers a discount on their unique
flash drives, but received no response
to either of two messages, which is not
uncommon for me these days. These
sites offer the most unique flash drives
that I have seen so I’m passing the URLs
along for you to take a look: <http://
tinyurl.com/y6f3ecs> and <http://
tinyurl.com/ylpxze9>. I don’t normally
use tinyurl in the column either because
some readers tell me they prefer to know
where they are going when they click
on a link, but in this case, I decided to
use them to keep the column shorter. I
saw this information in Nibbles & Bits,
newsletter of Orange County IBM PC
Users Group <http://www.orcopug.
org>. The editor, Linda Gonse, does a
remarkable job with this newsletter.
That’s it for this month. I’ll have
some more new product announcements
on my Web site that didn’t offer
discounts. Meet me here again next
month if your editor permits. This
column is written to make user group
members aware of special offers or
freebies I have found or arranged, and
my comments should not be interpreted
to encourage, or discourage, the
purchase of any products, no matter
how enthused I might sound. Bob



(The Cheapskate) Click <bobclick at
bellsouth dot net>. Visit my Web site at
<http://www.dealsguy.com>.
Control All Functions in
Windows 7 with
"God Mode"
By Ira Wilsker
While Windows 7 generally works fine
as it comes from Microsoft with all of
the default settings in place, many of
us cannot resist tweaking our operating
systems. In Windows 7 we can click
on START (the orb) and CONTROL
PANEL which will display the menu of
most of the items that can be tweaked.
Alternatively, the user can go directly
to “SYSTEM” (START – CONTROL
PANEL – SYSTEM) which will open
the Control Panel Home where the basic
customization functions can be located.
For the past several months, geeks have
been exchanging information about
an undocumented Windows 7 feature.
While this feature works very well on
Windows 7, some published reports
indicated that there have been problems
using this feature with Vista. Based on
published reports, I cannot recommend
that users utilize this function on Vista.
This undocumented function will display
virtually all of the possible Windows 7
controls and tweaks in one place. Since
this single command opens up so much
of the innards of the operating system,
and gives the user such great control,
geekdom has given this control the
moniker of “God Mode.” For those who
would prefer not to refer to the deity in
a Windows function, the user can easily
change the name displayed to any name
or title of his choosing.
To setup God Mode on the computer,
the procedure is very simple. First,
right click on an empty spot on the



desktop, and go to NEW and then
FOLDER (click on FOLDER); this
will create a new, empty, generic folder
on the desktop. Second, right click
on the newly created folder and click
on RENAME; in the box displayed,
enter the following exactly (it may be
manually typed, or pasted):
God-Mode.{ED7BA470-8E54-465E825C-99712043E01C}
It is here that the user can replace
the name “God-Mode” with any other
name or title to the left of the “period”
if he so chooses. If you prefer to copyand-paste, all of the links above have
the exact string that can be copied and
pasted into the name box for the new
folder. Once that large string is entered
for the name, the generic folder icon will
automatically be replaced by the default
Windows control panel icon. Now is
when the fun really starts.
Clicking on the newly created
icon will open up the “God Mode”
(or whatever you chose for its name).
God Mode offers easy access to 268
tweaks and controls, many of which
most users are blissfully unaware that
they exist. While none of the selected
tweaks are terminal or irreversible, I
strongly suggest that the user frequently
create a system restore point in case
the user wants to restore the computer
to an earlier time. In Windows 7,
click START – CONTROL PANEL –
SYSTEM – SYSTEM PROTECTION –
CREATE. Enter a brief description, and
the time and date will be automatically
appended to the chosen name of the
restore point. If the user wants to use
God Mode to create a restore point,
simply scroll down to SYSTEM and
click on “Create a restore point” and
click on CREATE. The process is the
same as if the same selection was found

manually. If the user wants to restore the
computer and go back to an earlier point
in time, open God Mode and under the
“Action Center” heading simply click
on “restore your computer to an earlier
time”; that will start the system restore
process, which will not harm or delete
any data files.
The God Mode display shows almost
three dozen categories in its menu, each
category having a selection of related
tasks. Some of the categories include
the Action Center, Administrative Tools,
Backup and Restore, Date and Time,
Default Programs, Device Manager,
Devices and Printers, Display, Ease
of Access, Fonts, Internet Options,
Mouse, Network and Sharing, parental
Controls, Personalization, Power
Options, Programs and Features, Sound,
System, Troubleshooting, Windows
Defender, Windows Firewall, and
Windows Update, among many others.
Each of these categories contains a
variety of tasks and tweaks, and by
clicking on the task will open it and
display whatever information and
selections are available.
One of the several critical security
functions is the firewall, which controls
access to the computer from online
sources, and controls which programs
can access the Internet. To control or
access the firewall from God Mode,
scroll down to “Windows Firewall”
and click on “Check firewall status.”
That will open the firewall window, and
display the results and user-selectable
settings. When finished the window
can be closed, or by clicking on the
back (left) arrow returns the user to
God Mode.
In God Mode under the “System”
heading there are 20 selections, including
several that allow the user to control

system performance, check the RAM in
the computer, open the device manager,
control the virtual memory, and access
other performance related functions. It
is much faster to access these System
utilities with God Mode than it is to get
to the same place manually, plus since
all of the functions are laid out in plain
sight, other tweaks can be quickly and
easily identified.
Many users never change the default
Windows sounds, even though they are
totally customizable. From God Mode,
scroll to Sound, and select “Change
system sounds.” When the “sounds”
window opens, clicking on the “Sound
Scheme” will show the selection of
sound themes available, and give the
user the opportunity to select sounds for
any Windows function.
Under the heading “Personalization”
are 12 tweaks that can be used to
manipulate the desktop, change the
color scheme or theme, get more free
themes online, control the screen
saver, and perform several other tasks.
Without using God Mode, each of these
functions would have to be found and
accessed individually, but with God
Mode, they all are in one place.
`“Mouse” allows the user to control
all aspects of the mouse. The user can
easily select the mouse pointer, change
other mouse settings, select mouse
buttons, and control the appearance of
the mouse cursor on screen.
The “Internet Options” heading
in God Mode offers the user 14 sets
of Internet tweaks and controls. Since
many of us spend significant time online,
some of these tweaks may increase our
online satisfaction. It should be noted
that the tweaks selected in this category
only change Internet Explorer settings,
and do not impact other browsers such



as Firefox. The user can control popups, cookies, security settings, select
search providers, set a homepage
(website shown when Internet Explorer
is opened), manage browser add-ons,
and other browser tasks.
There are about two dozen other
categories available in God Mode,
and anyone interested in tweaking his
computer would find this undocumented
feature very valuable. I now use God
Mode exclusively to access Windows 7
functions, and have found it very fast,
and an easy way to locate whatever tasks
I am seeking. It takes almost nothing
to set it up, and users will find it very
simple to work with. Remember to
create frequent restore points (accessible
from God Mode), just in case something
done is not as expected, so the computer
can be restored to an earlier time. With
that proviso in mind, enjoy the power
(and responsibility) that God Mode
provides the user.
WEBSITES:
<http://clubhouse.microsoft.com/
Public/Post/16246d0f-c698-4a64-9757925cc166d393>.
<http://scforum.info/index.
php?topic=3544.0>.
<http://www.thewindowsclub.com/getthe-power-to-create-all-god-modeswith-a-click-in-windows-7-vista>.
Ira Wilsker is an APCUG director;
Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont
TX; Program Director of Management
Development at the Lamar Institute
of Technology, Beaumont TX; and a
radio and TV show host. Contact him
at <iwilsker@apcug.net>.

Clean Your Hard Drive
of Junk Files and
Improve Performance
By Ira Wilsker



In what has become a common task for
me, earlier this afternoon I was called
to a co-workers home to repair his
computer. He called me this morning,
and using a desperate voice, told me
that his computer had crashed and his
wife had a lot of computer work to do. I
agreed to go over there after lunch.
Upon arriving at his home, I was
ushered into his dining room, which
as in many homes has evolved into
the computer room. There, sitting in
the corner by the window, were his
computer and printer. The computer was
just a few years old, name brand box,
dual-core processor, adequate RAM (2
gigs), Vista Home Premium (32-bit) with
service packs and updates installed, and
a 100 gig hard drive. It was protected by
the premium name-brand security suite
that I had installed earlier this year. The
first thing I checked was to see if the
security suite was updated and active,
or if it had been neutralized by malware;
it appeared to be live, well, and up to
date, with about six months remaining
on the subscription. I did a quick scan
with one of the updated security utilities
that I carry on my key chain flash
drive, and other than some tracking
cookies, it was clean of malware, but
was extremely slow in responding to
commands, opening windows, and
running software. I checked the startup
list using MSCONFIG, and there was no
evidence of malware, but there were a
few unnecessary items in the startup that
I unchecked, but none of which would
account for the poor performance. I
performed the other routine checks

and found that the hard drive was
cluttered and nearly full, a factor that
could possibly compromise the ability
of the system to utilize virtual memory
because it could not quickly read and
write the swap files. I decided to clean
the hard drive.
My primary software of choice to
clean a cluttered hard drive is the wildly
popular CCleaner <http://www.piriform.
com>, an excellent free utility that has
been downloaded over 500 million
times. I downloaded and installed the
latest version of CCleaner, but rather
than use the default settings, which
would heavily and thoroughly clean
the hard drive, I choose not to delete
browser history, cookies, auto-complete
data, and other relatively small items,
but instead chose to clean large items
such as the Recycle Bin, temporary
files, browser cache, clipboard, memory
dumps, old prefetch data, and other
useless files. I have written in the past
several times about CCleaner, and its
other features, including a registry
cleaner, so there is not much else to say
about it, other than it is a great and most
useful utility.
Several months ago a programmer
named Shane Gowland released an
add-on for CCleaner that greatly
enhances its capabilities by adding
over 250 additional programs to those
scanned by CCleaner for obsolete, out
of date, and other useless junk files. He
aptly named his plug-in CCEnhancer
<http://thewebatom.net/programs/
ccleaner-enhancer>. This listing, which
is periodically updated, only adds to the
CCleaner list of programs to be cleaned
those programs found on the computer
by CCEnhancer. On my computer,
CCEnhancer added about 50 programs
to the list to be cleaned, but apparently



only increased the time to scan for
junk files by a few seconds. It would
be a good practice to run a hard drive
cleaning utility prior to performing a
security scan, as there may be thousands
of fewer files to scan for malware, which
may save the user a lot of time.
Using the CCleaner with the
CCEnhancer on my coworker ’s
computer found almost two gigs of junk
files on his hard drive. When cleaned
of the junk files, there was a noticeable
improvement in the performance of his
computer. I just ran it on my computer,
which I try to keep clean, and it found
829.8 megs of junk files which I
removed. The number of junk files
found and removed would have been
higher, perhaps a full gig total, but I had
Firefox open when I ran CCleaner such
that it could not clean my Firefox files.
Not to sit on his laurels, Shane
Gowland recently released a new
comprehensive hard drive cleaner that
is a free-standing product, and does
not require CCleaner. This product is
aptly named “System Ninja” and is a
super disk cleaner which will heavily
compete against CCleaner. According
to its website <http://thewebatom.net/
programs/system-ninja>, “System Ninja
is a program for cleaning your computer
of unwanted junk that constantly slows
your entire system down. System Ninja
features a fast and powerful file cleaner,
Startup Manager, Process Manager and
Startup Log Generator, plus several
useful tools such as CCEnhancer,
FileAnalyzr and MalRunDestroyer.”
The System Ninja file cleaner uses
a tab labeled “Junk Files” which will
selectively remove Windows temporary
files, other .tmp files, thumbnail
caches, some game caches, obsolete
Windows log files, memory dumps,

and other useless and obsolete files.
Using a checklist on the right side of
the window, the user can select which
files to remove. Personally, I choose not
to delete cookies and history files, so I
uncheck those boxes. I ran the System
Ninja File Cleaner immediately after
running CCleaner (with CCEnhancer)
and it found 5553 junk files that were
previously missed.
While the classical way of cleaning
the Windows startup is to use the
integral MSCONFIG command, System
Ninja incorporates a comprehensive
startup manager that allows the user
to control what programs load at boot,
a known factor that can significantly
improve performance and reduce
conflicts and crashes. While many
other startup managers only mimic
what MSCONFIG shows, System Ninja
shows additional items that start when
booted, including those listed as Run,
RunOnce and Scheduled Tasks files and
registry keys.
For those who are curious and would
like to control any processes that are
running while the computer is running,
this software offers a Process Manager
that allows the user to control what
is running. An adjunct to the Process
Manager is “MalRun Destroyer,” an
integral utility that will scan the running
processes for malware, viruses, Trojans,
and other threats, and immediately
terminate the threats using an updated
database of threats and other malware.
Under the tab “More Tools” are a
Folder Junk Cleaner, Boot Log Generator,
File Analyzr, and CCEnhancer. The File
Analyzr generates detailed information
about any selected files, creates hashes
(unique digital fingerprints), and checks
online to determine if a file is infected.

T h e s e p r o d u c t s , C C l e a n e r,
CCEnhancer, and System Ninja should
be used by most computer users to
clean their hard drives, and improve
performance.
Piriform and Shane Gowland should
be commended for releasing these
excellent freeware products. I now use
all of these programs regularly, and can
highly recommend them.
WEBSITES:
<http://www.piriform.com>. (CCleaner).
<http://thewebatom.net>. (System
Ninja and CCEnhancer).
<http://thewebatom.net/programs/
ccleaner-enhancer>.
<http://thewebatom.net/programs/system-ninja/>.
Ira Wilsker is an APCUG director;
Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont
TX; Program Director of Management
Development at the Lamar Institute
of Technology, Beaumont TX; and a
radio and TV show host. Contact him
at <iwilsker@apcug.net>.
Never Lose a Manual Again
By Linda Gonse
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This article has been obtained from
APCUG with the author's permission
for publication by APCUG member
groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author.
I just found my old Sharp PDA,
discovered it was still working, and
decided to put it to use again. The
downside was the manual was gone.
An Internet search showed the original
manual available, but prices ranged from
$20 to $39! The Sharp device began to
look obsolete to me. Then, I discovered
retrevo.com. It boasts a library of

more than 100,000 downloadable
manuals from more than 1,000 brands
of consumer electronics for consumer
electronics searchable by category
and brand at <http://www.retrevo.
com/samples/index.html>. My manual
was there and it was free. In seconds, I
downloaded it.
There are more than 100 categories
you can search for manuals:
2-way Radio, Air Conditioner, Amp,
Binocular, Blender, Boombox, Bread
Maker, CD Player, CRT TV, Calculator,
Camcorders, Car Amplifier, Car
Receiver, Car Video, Cell Phone,
Clock Radio, Coffee Maker, Controller,
Copier, DVD Drive, DVD Players,
DVR, Desktop, Digital Camera, Digital
Photo Frame, Dishwasher, Dreamcast
Game, Dryer, Fax Machine, Film
Camera, Food Processor, Freezer, GPS,
GPS Accessory, Game Boy, Game
Console, Game Cube Game, Gaming
Accessory, Graphics & Publishing,
Grill, Guitar, Headphone Headset,
Heating Cooling/Air, Home Theater,
Hub, Karaoke System, Keyboard, LCD
TV, Labeling System, Laptop, MP3
Accessory, MP3 Player, Microwave,
Mini Audio System, Monitor, Mouse,
Multifunction Printer, Music Keyboard,
NIC, Network Adapter, Nintendo DS
Lite, Oven, PBX, PDA, PDA Accessory,
PS2 Game, Plasma TV, Portable DVD
Player, Portable TV, Printer, Projection
TV, Projector, Radar Detector, Radio,
Range, Receiver, Refrigerator, Remote
Control, Router, Satellite Radio, Satellite
Receiver, Scanner, Security Camera,
Speaker, Speaker System, Storage,
Subwoofer, Switch, TV, Tablet, Tape
Deck, Telephone, Telescope, Turntable,
VCR, Vacuum, Voice Recorder, Washer,
Watch, Wii Game, Wireless Router,
Xbox Game.

Another benefit of the site is that it
also will store your manuals for you. Is
that great or what?
At retrevo.com again later I learned
that over 4 million people visit the
site every month to get help with
decisions about the gadgets they buy.
Retrevo is NOT a retailer and does
not sell consumer electronics, but it
uses artificial intelligence to analyze
and visually summarize more than
50 million real-time data points from
across the web; and gives shoppers
comprehensive, unbiased, up-to-date
product information about what products
to buy as well as when and where to buy
them.
Linda Gonse is editor of "Nibbles &
Bits," the newsletter of Orange County
IBM PC User's Group. Web Site:
<http://www.orcopug.org>.

Of Interest Links (OIL)
By Fred Acerri
Single electron reader opens path for
quantum computing
<http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_
releases/2010-09/uons-ser092410.
php>.
How Safe Is Your Swipe? Thinking
Like Hackers, Programmers Find
Security Loopholes in ‘Secure’
< h t t p : / / w w w. s c i e n c e d a i l y. c o m /
releases/2010/09/100920123914.htm>.
Quantum Cryptography: Researchers
Break ‘Unbreakable’ Crypto
< h t t p : / / w w w. s c i e n c e d a i l y. c o m /
releases/2008/05/080508143107.htm>.
Bipartisan bill would ramp up antipiracy enforcement online
<http://thehill.com/blogs/hilliconvalley/technology/119771-bipartisan-
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bill-would-ramp-up-anti-piracyenforcement-online>.
The Cultural Logic of Computation
<http://www.americanscientist.org/
bookshelf/pub/techno-dystopia>.
Hewie's Views & Reviews
By Hewie Poplock

and while it can be done, it was going to
take more time than I wanted to devote
to the project.
My next step was to Google the
problem. I tried several combinations
of terms including time stamp. There
were lots of results, but most had little
to do with removing the date. Many of
them told me how to place it, but not
remove it.
The most informational results were
from forums where users were asking
for the same solution. The most frequent
response was “change the setting in the
camera.” DUH! Of course. What about
the pictures that were already taken?
I did find some good tutorials using
Photoshop and other editing programs.
I was still looking for a tool or hint to
make it easy. Surely, I wasn’t the only
one with the problem.
I figured if there were simple steps
to get rid of the red eye, certainly there
is a way to get rid of a date stamp. In one
of the forums, someone suggested Photo
Stamp Remover by <http://softorbits.
com>. This program appeared to be
what I was looking for, and then some.
According to their website, “Photo
Stamp Remover is a photo correction
utility that can remove scratches, dust,
stains, wrinkles, tears, date stamps and
other unwanted artifacts that appear
on photographs. With Photo Stamp
Remover, you can restore photos with
the minimum of fuss.”
I downloaded, installed, and ran
the program, using the pictures that
I received. In almost every case, the
date stamp was removed and it did
a reasonable to a great job. The trial
version does not do batches, but the paid
version does and it works well, with 2
settings, quick, or thorough. The latter
did a better job.

This article has been obtained from
APCUG with the author's permission
for publication by APCUG member
groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author.
Remove Time Stamps from Photos,
Rename & Change File Date
I am the webmaster for several
websites. I have photos submitted to
me regularly to be posted. Sometimes
the photographer submits the pictures
with a date stamp, which is great for
identifying your personal photos, but
it does not belong on those appearing
on the web.
In most cases, it only appears on the
photo because the camera owner did not
realize that it was set that way, or they
did not know how or even that they
could turn that “feature” off.
If you don’t have the proper date set
in the camera, the date stamp will be
wrong, as were several that I recently
received. They showed a date that was
over 3 years prior to the event, so I
needed to remove them from the photos.
Have you tried this? It is not easy, unless
you continue reading.
My first thought is to crop the photos
to eliminate the date. Most of the photos
would lose some important pieces if I
did that. I have several photo editing
programs that I could edit the date
stamp out. It is very time consuming
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The program is a bit pricey at $40,
but well worth it. A normal procedure
for me is to search for coupons before
making a purchase. I did so for this
program and found a coupon at <http://
www.tjoos.com> which is a coupon
posting site. It was a 20% off code,
which saved me $8.
While removing the date stamp, I
also wanted to change the file names and
not use the ones that the camera uses.
For that I use a tool that I wrote about
in a previous column, Lupas Rename
<http://rename.lupasfreeware.org>
which is free. It is an old program going
back to 2005, but it still installs and
works on my Windows 7 computer. You
can rename batches, changing, adding
to, or numbering sequentially. You can
change the case of the file filename and
extension. I prefer to have my photos all
in lower case.
However, Lupas Rename does not
change the file date. I had all of these
pictures with the wrong date stamp, but
also the file date was wrong. While there
are ways to change file dates, there must
be a tool to do this in a batch. Back to
Google. I found Attribute Changer from
<http://petges.lu> which is a free tool.
It is a power user tool to change file
and folder attributes, date, time, NTFS
compression, and even changes the Exif
information. It runs in the Windows
Shell, which allows you to right click in
Windows Explorer and choose “Change
Attributes.” Its dialog box opens and
you make your changes.
With these tools, I can make
changes to several photos at once. I can
change the file names using a title and
numbering them sequentially, remove
the time stamp, and then change the
file date attribute. Now that’s what

computers were designed to do. Make
tasks simpler.
Hewie Poplock is a member of the
Central Florida Computer Society.
Web: <www.cfcs.org>.
Defining Shortcut Keys
for Symbols - Excel
By Sharon Parq Associates
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Defining Shortcut Keys for Symbols
When you need to insert a special
symbol into a cell, the normal way to do
it is by using the Insert Symbol dialog
box. If you need to insert the same
symbol quite often, you may want a way
to assign the symbol to a shortcut key so
you can insert it easier.
Some symbols have obvious shortcut
keys, defined by the folks in Redmond.
One of the lesser-known facts is that
every symbol has a “shortcut” key, but
using that shortcut may not seem that
short. How does this work? By holding
down the Alt key as you type the ASCII
or ANSI code for the symbol.
For instance, let’s say you want to
enter the cents symbol. If you display
the Insert Symbol dialog box and select
the cents symbol, at the bottom right of
the dialog box you can see the character
code for the symbol (it is 00A2). This
is a hexadecimal number; you need to
convert it to regular decimal notation.
You can do this by using the formula
=HEX2DEC(“00A2”), which returns
the value 162. If you remember this
code, you can hold down the Alt key as
you type the code, with a leading zero,
on the numeric keypad.
This approach works great if you
only need to input a few symbols on
a regular basis; it doesn’t take much
work to remember those few codes

you need. However, if you have a lot
of symbols you need to work with,
then remembering codes becomes
more problematic. You could develop
your own printed “cheat sheet” for
the symbols so that you can refer to
it all the time, or you could rely on
Excel’s AutoCorrect feature to do the
remembering for you. Follow these
steps:
1.
Use the Insert Symbol dialog
box to insert the symbol into a cell.
2.
Select the cell that contains the
symbol.
3.
Press F2 to start editing the
cell.
4.
Select the symbol, and only the
symbol.
5.
Press Ctrl+C to copy the
symbol to the Clipboard.
6.
Display the AutoCorrect tab of
the AutoCorrect dialog box. (In Excel
2010 display the File tab of the ribbon,
click Options, click Proofing, and then
click AutoCorrect Options. In Excel
2007 click the Office button, click Excel
Options, click Proofing, and then click
AutoCorrect Options. In older versions
of Excel choose AutoCorrect options
from the Tools menu.)
The AutoCorrect tab of the
AutoCorrect dialog box.
7.
In the Replace field, type a
short mnemonic for the symbol. This
should be a series of letters that are not
a real word, such as hrt, which might be
the mnemonic for a heart symbol.
8.
In the With field press Ctrl+V to
paste the symbol from the Clipboard.
9.
Make sure the Formatted Text
radio button is selected.
10.
Click OK.
Now you can just type the mnemonic
when you want the symbol to appear.
When you type the space bar after the

mnemonic, AutoCorrect kicks in and
replaces it with the symbol.
Copyright © 2010 by Sharon
Parq Associates, Inc. Reprinted
by permission. Thousands of free
Microsoft Excel tips can be found
online at <http://excel.tips.net>.
Microsoft Office Suite 2010—
Is It For You?
By Nancy DeMarte
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This article has been obtained from
APCUG with the author's permission
for publication by APCUG member
groups; all other uses require the
permission of the author.
This summer, Microsoft’s newest
suite, Office 2010, was released and is
being hailed by some as the final, musthave update to Office 2007. Since I had
moved to Office 2007 a few years ago, I
decided to download the trial Home and
Student version and test this claim. I was
wondering if this new version would be
different enough from the 2007 suite to
make it worth the purchase price and
another learning curve. The big learning
curve, of course, had come when I made
the move from Office 2003 to 2007, as
anyone who has tried that would realize.
Now that I am nearing the last slope
of that curve and appreciate the new
features of Office 2007, I feel ready to
make a comparison.
Office 2010 does have some
important upgrades which need to be
acknowledged. Here are a few:
1.
The “ribbon” in 2010 can be
customized. Unlike Office 2007, I can
add, delete or rearrange buttons on the
ribbon-like display of commands which
are now part of all Office programs. For
an experienced Office user, it really is

a big advantage to put your favorite
commands right at your fingertips. But
I am still getting used to where the
commands are located on the Office
2007 ribbon. Maybe someday I will be
so adept that I’d want to move them
around, but not yet. I can always pin my
favorites to the Quick Access toolbar.
2.
When I work with graphics
within Office 2010, such as inserting
photos into Word documents or video
clips into PowerPoint presentations, I
find that now I can do limited editing of
these things within the Office programs
themselves. This saves numerous steps,
such as opening another editing program,
saving the changes, and importing the
graphics back into Office. A person in
advertising or graphic design might be
interested in this concept, but a home
user like me, who does occasional work
with graphics in Office, would probably
not find these new features valuable
enough to purchase the suite.
3.
Microsoft has succeeded
in increasing and adding style to file
sharing among users in Office 2010.
PowerPoint users can create a slide
show and broadcast it over the Internet
from inside a browser, rather than having
to attach it to an e-mail. This allows
associates to experience the presentation
at the same time in remote locations.
While corporations might find this to be
a cost-saver, I probably would underuse
this feature. Excel spreadsheet creators
can more easily communicate trend
data through the use of Sparklines, new
mini-charts created in single cells that
represent the numerical data in nearby
cells. Although corporate boards will
benefit from this display enhancement,
I would be unlikely to use Sparklines in
my home finance spreadsheets.
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4.
One of the most heralded
features of Office 2010 is the new
concept of web applications or Web
Apps, which are abbreviated, online
versions of four of the Office programs.
With Word 2010 and a free Windows
Live account, I can use my computer,
another computer, or a smart phone to
create a document on the Internet using
the Word Web Application. I can edit it
either on the web with the Web App’s
limited Word commands or on my
home computer with the full range of
commands. Then I can share the edited
document on Sky Drive, Microsoft’s
free, password-protected online storage
area. Although a few other companies
have already introduced these sorts of
“cloud” applications, such as Google
Docs, none yet has the support of the
powerful tools in Office. The most
intriguing part of the Web Apps feature
to me is document sharing. I have been
uploading Word 2007 documents to an
online site called Windows Live Spaces
and sharing them for several months.
Recently Microsoft announced that Sky
Drive with its 25 GB of web storage
is available to Office 2007 users with
Windows Live accounts.
So what did I decide? Office 2010
has many valuable upgrades and some
excellent new features which will
enhance the business community. The
home user would probably find these
features interesting, but not vital to their
daily computer tasks. However, if I were
still using Office 2003, I would strongly
consider purchasing Office 2010. It
contains the best features in Office 2007
with some improvements. Plus, the cost
of Office 2010 is less than Office 2007
was when it came out, although there
Continued on Page21

SEMCO Meeting Pictures

(Above): Tom Callow gives the news, answers questions, and talks about
netbooks. (Below): Loren Olson, of Dynacomm, discusses phone systems
and VOIP (Voice Over Internet Protocol).
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SEMCO Meeting Pictures

(Above): Paul Cervero and Tom Callow under picture of Mozart the parrot.
(Below): Members at refreshment break.
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Bette Gay moved to reimburse
Gary DeNise $31.19 for the purchase
of refreshment supplies. Tom Callow
seconded the motion and it was
carried.
As a member of GITCA, user groups
may order a presentation kit. Warner
Mach moved that as long as there is no
commitment involved, SEMCO should
order the IW kit. This kit includes
Productivity resources, Office 2010
books, Coffee Tumblers, and Office
polo style shirts. Bob Clyne seconded
the motion and it carried.
An ESD Membership Open House
Networking Event is scheduled for
October 27th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
SEMCO has been invited to reserve
a free table with fliers to promote our
group. Richard Jackson and Franz
Breidenich offered to take promotional
material and talk with interested
participants.
Bob Clyne moved to adjourn at
12:35 p.m. Richard Jackson seconded
the motion and it was carried.

BOARD MEETING
10/10/2010
Carol Sanzi
Board Members Present
Vice President Richard Jackson,
Treasurer Bette Gay, Secretary Carol
Sanzi, SIG-IBM Chairman Tom
Callow, SIG-Advanced Chairman Franz
Breidenich, Publications Committee
Chairman Warner Mach, and Memberat-Large Bob Clyne. Also present were
past newsletter editor Bill Agnew and
Richard Jackson’s brother Jeff Jackson.
The board meeting was called to order
at 12:08 p.m.
Old Business
Bette Gay reported that the current
treasury amount equaled a total of
$9,804.26 with $5,060.22 in the checking
account and $4,744.04 invested in three
Certificates of Deposit. The membership
currently is 78.
New Business
Richard Jackson admitted that the
podcasts of the SEMCO meetings are
not up-to-date. He will ask for some
help at the General Meeting in preparing
and uploading them to our web site.
Bob Clyne moved to authorize the
renewal of our ESD Affiliate Society
membership for $100. Tom Callow
seconded the motion and it was
carried.
Bob Clyne moved to authorize
paying the APCUG membership dues
for 2011 of $50. Tom Callow seconded
the motion and it was carried.
Bob Clyne moved to authorize the
two Member-at-Large board positions
for the 2011 calendar year. Tom
Callow seconded the motion and it was
carried.
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OCTOBER
REFRESHMENT
DONORS
Coordinator: Gary DeNise
Donors:
Gary DeNise
Warner Mach
Roland Maki
Carol Sanzi

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIGS)
SIG-IBM
INTERMEDIATE

SIG-IBM

Tom Callow
November 14: 1:45 p.m. Holiday
Gifts: Richard Tapanine of the "Micro
Center" computer store will discuss
what is hot for the holidays.

November 14: 3:45 p.m. Wireless IP
Webcams: SIG-IBM Chairman Tom
Callow will discuss wireless network
webcams, that can be set up to monitor
a location over a network or the Internet
without a computer connection. He
will also demonstrate how to configure
the webcam and your router to permit
remote access to the webcam over the
Internet from anywhere in the world.

P i c t u re s : R e c e n t S E M C O
Meetings: <http://www.tinyurl.
com/y8cm99e>
Video: Recent SEMCO Meeting:
< h t t p : / / w w w. t i n y u r l . c o m /
363vnbd>

SIG-LINUX

SIG-ADVANCED

Michael Rudas

Franz Breidenich

November 18 (Thur): 5 p.m.: At the
Madison Heights Fire Department;
located at 31313 Brush (near 13 Mile &
John R). Meet in Administration Section
of building. Park in lot south of building.
Enter through glass door on south side.
Topic: Wide ranging discussion of
computers and computing.

November 23 (Tues): 6:45 p.m.: At "i3
Detroit," 1481 Wordsworth, Ferndale
48220. Topic General discussion.

Dec. 2010 DATA BUS DEADLINE (7th day after 2nd Sunday in month)
SEMCO Input and Members’ Ads—Deadline: Sun., Nov. 21, 11:59 p.m.
Members’ personal ads are free. To mail, use Editor address on Page 2; e-mail address:
<warnermach@gmail.com>. PLEASE send to arrive sooner than deadline.
Business Ads - Deadline: Second Friday monthly. Contact Editor (address Page 2).
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Warner Mach

warnermach@gmail.com
(to post monthly computer group info)

CALENDAR-OF-EVENTS
OTHER GROUPS

COMP (Computer Operators of Marysville & Port Huron
Dec. 1, 7 p.m., (1st Wednesday) Jane Wheatly 810-982-1187 or Pam Raisanen
E-mail info: <compinfo@greatlakes.net>. Web: <http://www.bwcomp.org>.
Topic: Christmas Party. See web site for details.
Focus: Hope IT User Group
1400 Oakman, Detroit, MI. 48238. Web info <http://www.fhitug.org/>. See web
site for details. Pre-registration required.
HUG (Holly User Group)
Nov. 20, 9:00 a.m.; Groveland Twp. Fire Hall, 3085 Grange Hall Rd. & Dixie
Hwy., Holly, MI. 48442.
MacGroup-Detroit
Nov. 21, 3:00 p.m., Birmingham Temple, 28611 West 12 Mile Rd., Farmington
Hills. Info: Terry White, <terry@macgroup.org> or 248-569-4933. <http://www.
macgroup.org>. Topic: First Annual MacGroup Swap Meet. Details to come on
how to secure your table. SIGS: 2:00 p.m.
MacTechnics, (MAC User Group)
Nov. 20, (3rd Saturday ); See web site for meeting time and location. <http://www.
mactechnics.org>). JoAnn Olson at 248-478-4300. Topic: "Updating your Apple
Products & Other Holiday Gift Ideas."
MDLUG (Metro Detroit Linux User Group)
Nov. 13, 12:30–2:30 p.m., (2nd Saturday); MDLUG meetings will be at
The Gaudior Academy located at 27100 Avondale Avenue in Inkster. Web:
<http://www.mdlug.org>. Topic: TBA.
MUG (Michigan User Group)
Dec. 14, 6:00 p.m., (2nd Tuesday): MUG meetings are at The Farmington
Community Library–Main Branch, 32737 W. 12 Mile Rd., Farminton Hills, MI.
48334. <http://www.mug.org>.Topic: TBA.
Oak Park Computer Club
Every Fri., 10:15 a.m. at Oak Park Library, Oak Park Blvd. west of Coolidge.
Royal Oak Computer Club
Every Wed., 12:30 to 2:30 PM at Mahany/Meininger Senior Community Center,
3500 Marais Ave., Royal Oak, 48073. Near Crooks & 13 Mile. Guest speakers
& regular monthly speakers. <http://tinyurl.com/royaloakcc>.
SHCC (Sterling Heights Computer Club)
Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m.(1st Tues); Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg.
K, 14500 E. 12 Mile Rd. Don VanSyckel <Don@VanSyckel.net>, 586‑731‑9232;
Web: <http://www.SterlingHeightsComputerClub.org>. Topic (tentative):
"Wireless and Other Wonders of Home Networking."
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Continued from Page 15

Steve Wozniak Appearance

is no upgrade version. The Home and
Student version, which includes Word,
Excel, PowerPoint, and One Note, costs
$149.99 (or less at Amazon.com) for a
retail CD version with permission for
installation on three computers. In a
new computer with Office 2010 loaded,
the non-CD suite cost is only $119.99. I
have decided that I will pass on 2010 for
now and continue to marvel at what can
be done with 2007. It has all the features
I need and more.
Nancy DeMarte is a member of the
Sarasota PC User Group. Web:<http://
www.spcug.org>.

The Macomb Community College
and the "Lorenzo Cultural Center" is
sponsoring a series of lectures titled,
"American Ingenuity: Embracing the
Freedom to Dream." The series runs
from September 25 to November 21,
2010. Information is at: <http://www.
LorenzoCulturalCenter.com>.
On November 12 the speaker will
be Steve Wozniak. The presentation
is from 7-8 PM. Cost is $15, or $5 for
seniors or students or the military. For
the affluent, it is possible to pay $30 and
come at 5:30 PM. The affluent can meet
Mr. Wozniak and shake hands and even
take a photo with him. The $30 price
also includes a beverage and appetizers
and admittance to the presentation.

COMPUTER RESOURCE PEOPLE
This is a list of members willing to be resources for other members to call when they have hardware
or software questions.
Are you willing to help members learn?
Which software programs are you familiar enough with?
It is not necessary to be an expert, but just have some familiarity with the program and be willing to help
someone starting to learn it. Please give this some thought and volunteer at the next group meeting.
Almost Anything: Vander-Schrier 		
AutoCAD: Comptois			
Genealogy: Cook 			
IBM PC Hardware Issues: Clyne, Yuhasz
Operating Systems: Callow, Clyne, Yuhasz
MAC Hardware and OS Issues: Yuhasz		
Security: Bader				

MS Office for Windows: Callow
MS Word: Clyne			
Networking: Callow
Novell Netware: Yuhasz
Quicken: Clyne
Geocaching: Cook
Relational Database Programming: Lis

Bader, Mike—586-573-7330, 9am–8pm.................... mdbader@flash.net
Callow, Tom—248-642-5770, 9am–5pm................... tcallow@monaghanpc.com
Clyne, Bob—810-387-3101, 9am–10pm................... clyne@mich.com
Comptois, Jerry—248-651-2504, anytime
Cook, Stephen—313-272-7594, eves......................... scook48227@ameritech.net
Lis, Bernie—248-669-0101, 10am-8pm.................... BerlLis@comcast.net
Vander-Schrier, Jack—586-739-7720,12–8pm...........jvanders@comcast.net
Yuhasz, Steve...............................................................Help@yuhasz.org
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SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN
COMPUTER ORGANIZATION, INC.

SEMCO CALENDAR
Engineering Society of Detroit
20700 Civic Center Dr., Suite 450, 4th Floor
Southfield, MI. 48076
42°29'7" N by 83°14'29 W
November 14–SUNDAY (Meet 2nd Sunday)
SEMCO Board Meeting at 12:00 noon. For Officers and SIG Chairpersons.
Other members are invited to attend.
SEMCO General Meeting at 1:30 p.m.
Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
SIG-IBM, 1:45 p.m., Holiday Gifts: Richard Tapanine of the "Micro Center"
computer store will discuss what is hot for the holidays.
SOCIAL PERIOD 3:15 p.m., Refreshments! (Reminder: We must continue to
maintain a neat environment.)
SIG-IBM Intermediate, 3:45 p.m., Wireless IP Webcams: SIG-IBM Chairman
Tom Callow will discuss wireless network webcams, that can be set up to monitor
a location over a network or the Internet without a computer connection. He will
also demonstrate how to configure the webcam and your router to permit remote
access to the webcam over the Internet from anywhere in the world.
SIG-ADVANCED, November 18 (Thurs.): 5 p.m.: At the Madison Heights
Fire Department; located at 31313 Brush (near 13 Mile & John R). Meet in
Administration Section of building. Park in lot south of building. Enter through
glass door on south side. TOPIC: Wide-Ranging Discussion Of Computers &
Computing.
SIG-LINUX, November 23 (Tues): 6:45 p.m.: At "i3 Detroit," 1481 Wordsworth,
Ferndale 48220. Topic General discussion.
December 12–SEMCO Sunday

http://www.semco.org
PUBLIC INVITED
(Please copy this and the next page to post on your bulletin board)
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SEMCO Meetings at Engineering Society of Detroit
20700 Civic Center Drive, Suite 450, 4th Floor
Southfield MI 48076.
42°29'7" N by 83°14'29 W

From I-696 exit at Evergreen. Take Evergreen south to Civic Center Drive.
Civic Center Drive is about halfway between I-696/Eleven Mile Rd. and 10 Mile
Rd. Turn west, right if you are coming from the north, onto Civic Center Drive.
Follow Civic Center Drive, watching the number signs on the right. When you
get to the 20700 sign turn right, north, and follow the drive until you arrive at the
southwest corner of the brown building with the Engineering Society of Detroit
sign near the top. Turn right, east, and go past the front of the building. When you
reach the end of the building, turn left, north and go to the back of the building
and turn left, west, again. The parking lot will be on your right. The entrance is in
the center of the building. Park in back of building. Enter the rear door. The ESD
office is on the fourth floor.

Member of
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SEMCO: A Community Organization
Helping People for the 21st Century

SEMCO (future meetings)
November 14
December 12

SouthEastern Michigan
Computer Organization, Inc.
P.O. Box 707
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303-0707
Dated Material
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